


REDLINING

Redlining was nominally a practice of dividing a city (by drawing red
lines on maps) to indicate the areas that posed the most and least risk
to mortgage lenders per federal guidelines. In reality, the “riskiest”
areas were almost always Black communities. Compounding this
housing practice were covenant restrictions in new housing
developments, excluding non-white residents from owning or renting
property in a neighborhood.

The map to the left is from the 1940 Oklahoma City Plan and shows
the concentration of non-white residents in the city.

As Oklahoma City grew after World War I, the white population
moved to new suburban developments. Black residents had far fewer
options and moved into areas deserted by white residents.

Walnut Grove was by far a majority-white area in 1920.
By 1950, it was almost entirely Black.

3. Properly 1o be owned and used for residence purposes for

white people only on blocks restricted to residence purposes. Except
that the usual servants quarters may be used for colored servants.

Restriction from Thompson’'s Woodland Addition, 1929
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Carver (né Sandtown) Elémentary c1960 (1)

Oklahoma has had Black towns and Black communities long
before statehood. Perhaps the earliest one near Oklahoma
City was Sandtown near May Ave and the river. These
communities grew with the rest of the state after 1907. By
1915, Oklahoma City operated an elementary school in
Sandtown, though the area wasn't annexed until 1930.
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Crosstown rd'iﬁnoking East '
through Sandtown, 1965 (2)
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1922 Sanborn Insurance Map
showing the proximity of
the river to homes in West Town.

c 1923 (3)

Western Ave.

Expressway construction crossing
Western Avenue, 1963 (4)









Both ¢ 1923 (5,6)
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N. Lincoln Blvd.
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Elated ighway ontuon
through Walnut Grove, 1963 (9)












AITRGROUNDS

“What set the Fairground apart was there was a sense of

NE 4th St

community.” -JW Sanford

By the 1930s, 92% of Oklahoma City’s Black population lived in
112 contiguous blocks between Lincoln Boulevard and Eastern
Avenue and NE 1st to 8th streets. An area called Fairgrounds
(because it was near the site of the original State Fair) was the
most eastern neighborhood. When the State Fairgrounds moved

to the west side of the city, the historically Black high school
Douglass moved to this location.
It remains at this location today.

The path of the unchanelled North Canadian is
clearly seen at the top of this photo from 1960. (10)
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S. Eastern Ave.
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